
Parkmin2016-5-17 

 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes---Tuesday May 17, 2016 

 
On Tuesday May 17th, 2016 the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly meeting.  

Members present were Connie Crawford, Todd Stowe, Jeff Couchman, & Ed Haney.  

Staff members present were Eric Marshall and Ryan Marcotte.  Julie Jones & Bruce 

Sprague were absent.   

Todd Stowe made the motion to accept the minutes from the March 15, 2016 meeting, 

and Connie Crawford seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0 

 

Public Requests and Petitions   Joe Wilmes, 12620 North 148th St in Liberty Missouri 

came before the board on behalf of the Kearney Rotary Club to ask the board permission 

to relocate the approved basketball court site from west of Beer Creek, to the new 

proposed area, which would be the southwest corner of the park….southwest of the stage 

area.  Joe mentioned they had enough money to do a ½ court, if allowed to be placed in 

the new area.  Joe mentioned that he had walked the area with Ryan and Eric and staked 

the new proposed area. Todd Stowe and Ed Haney asked why they are wanting to move 

the location site, being the court had been previously approved.  Joe stated that some 

other factors have played a part in moving the location, which at that point, Eric 

mentioned that Jenny Hayes and Lee Meyer are here to discuss their proposed overview 

report of the downtown district, and that has an impact on the court relocation.  Connie 

Crawford made a motion to table the request until hearing from Jenny Hayes and Lee 

Meyer, so they could hear their report.  The motion to table carried 4-0.  Joe Wilmes had 

to leave the meeting due to another appointment. 

 

Jenney Hayes 200 East Lawrence, Kearney, Missouri and Lee Meyer, 208 Shawna Drive 

then came to the podium to discuss they conceptual plan for the downtown district which 

also includes the park area.  Jenny explained to the board the Kearney Enrichment 

Council had been working for the last couple of years to revitalize the entire downtown 

district, which she handed the board the copy of the conceptual plan, explaining the 

meetings of engagement with the community they had from January thru March.  Jenny 

explained the creek trail system they would like to have near Beer Creek that would 

connect to the other areas north eventually connecting to our existing trails in Mack 

Porter and Jesse James Park.  The other area she talked about was the existing approved 

area of Lions Park of the Rotary basketball court, where they would like to have a splash 

water area.  Eric asked Jenny if funding is in place for this area, being this has been 

approved for the basketball court.  Lee Meyer stated no funds are allocated, this is just the 

conceptual plan they are bringing to our board, then eventually to the Board of Aldermen 

for their approval.  Lee stated during the meetings of the community, many mothers 

stated their wish for an area like this, so their youngsters could not only play in the park, 

they would have a splash pad to also play in, and Jenny then stated that they could also be 

able to use the basketball court for activities as well.  Todd asked asked Jenny what the 

area showing a carousel or train, or just a larger event…he wanted clarification.  Jenny 

stated this again is just a overview of things for the community, and thought a larger 

activity for kids and families would be an added benefit, enhancing the overall downtown 

plan for activities…a gathering place for families.  Connie Crawford stated that their job 

is to oversee and plan for the parks, but her concern with the overall drawing was 

parking, so when the final plan is approved, to make sure the parking and level sidewalks 

for families and seniors are addressed.  After discussing the areas located in the park, 

board members wanted to make it known that if they pass the concept brought tonight to 

the board, before anything is constructed in the park, Jenny and Lee must come back to 

the board for final approval. 
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Todd Stowe made a motion to accept the conceptual drawing plan, with Connie 

seconding the motion.  The motion to accept the plan passed 4-0 

 

Connie made a motion to revisit the area of the proposed relocation of the basketball 

court.  Ed Haney seconded the motion, the motion carried 4-0.  Todd asked Eric if the 

City would help fund any part of the court in this new location.  Eric stated he would 

have to visit with City staff, but thought we would still provide a couple of basketball 

goals as a capital improvement project, but he still must get approval, being this is a new 

location.  Eric and Ryan mentioned that even though this is a ½ court, many kids still 

play 3 on 3, as some times kids don’t always have 10 kids for a full game.  Ed Haney 

made a motion to allow the relocation of the Rotary basketball court with Connie 

Crawford seconding the motion.  The motion to relocate the court to the southwest corner 

of Lions Park passed 4-0. 

  

Old Business—Staff reported to the board that spraying for broadleaf is completed with 

just touch ups remaining.  Ryan mentioned that many rainouts for both soccer and KHRA 

baseball and softball, along with our adult softball leagues will make us have many make 

up dates, but we work with all involved to reschedule.  Eric mentioned with all the rain, 

Platte Clay Electric has not been able to get their big trucks out to put up the new lights 

and ballasts.  Jeff asked what the cost of doing this was, and Eric mentioned that Platte 

Clay is donating their time and equipment to do this.  Jeff said this was a nice donation 

from Platte Clay….with Ryan stating they have always helped us out with activities for 

the kids in the park.   

New Business  Ryan mentioned we had 250-300 kids for the Paint the Park event at Jesse 

James Park.  Ryan did mention it was very windy and cold that day, but everyone seemed 

to have a great time with many vendors donating their goods and serivices for the area 

youth.   

Eric mentioned at the April meeting that insurance requirements for the more extensive 

activities need to be addressed, and that both he and Ryan think a solution of insurance 

requirements given to the City June 1st of the calendar year, or 90 days prior to and event.  

This way if it is an annual event, the group hosting an event would know a year out that 

this policy is in force.  Eric did mention that some events are early June, thus this gives 

the group or organization notice now for next year that 90 days out prior to their event, 

the City needs their insurance.  Connie asked what if they come this year for a new event.  

Eric stated if they come to the board requesting an event that needs more than just a 

liability policy, and it is closer than 90 days, we would deny that request.  Eric mentioned 

all activities that could need higher insurance coverage we make them come before the 

board for approval anyway.  We are doing this to protect the City with insurance claims 

against us…so we are protected.  Ed Haney made a motion to accept this proposal, with 

Todd Stowe seconding.  The board accepted this proposal 4-0. 

Staff reported that the parks are being heavily used, with many shelter rentals, pavilion 

rental, upcoming concerts starting, the Wine Fest June 4th, and the American Legion 

Band performing, making our parks full of activities along with all the ball games. 

Eric reported to the Park Board that the fiscal year began for the City of Kearney April 

1st, and that many bills with chemical, fuel, and mulch, and upkeep of mowers will be 

taking place.  Eric did mention that the mulch for the playgrounds will come when it 

dries out some so the semi truck does not leave ruts at Jesse James Park playground area.  

Amphitheater   Ryan discussed many items of our sound system, and told members that 

the majority of the system is now at the Amphitheater and would be fully operational for 

our Blues Fest on Memorial weekend.  Ryan stated that the booklets were in the last 

edition of the Kearney Courier, along with other area papers, and have been distributed to 

various businesses.  The Mouse pads are to be here later in the week, and will be also 

distributed around town at various locations, along with here at City Hall.  Ryan 

mentioned that at our next meeting in June, we will have had two concerts, and a full 
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report on attendance will be discussed.  Ryan mentioned that the Kearney Quarterback 

Club will be parking cars and manning the ticket taking and collection of cash at the front 

gate this year, and we will be paying them just as we do the Kearney Rotary Club for 

their help for setting up on days of shows.  Eric mentioned that the Kearney Rotary Club 

just helps on the four main country acts with the heavier equipment that we have to order 

such as lights and extra equipment.   

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
Jeff Couchman wanted the board to know that we are working on getting the bridge from 

Mack Porter Park to Jesse James Park, and may become a reality, and that he wanted the 

Park Board to know if this becomes a reality, this was a long process, and will be a great 

addition for our wonderful trail system connecting two parks.   

After no further board comments, and there being no further business on the agenda, a 

motion was made by Todd Stowe, and seconded by Ed Haney to adjourn.   

 

Approved: _____________________________ Attest: _________________________ 

                        Jeff Couchman Chairperson                       Ed Haney, Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 


